
 
January 18, 2026 – Livestream 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday 
 
GATHERING 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                                                      Darren Cushman Wood 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
PRELUDE                                       Kum Ba Yah                  arr. A. Hailstork 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader:  The Almighty has given me a new song to sing, 
People:  a hymn of praise to our God. 
Leader:  Many will see what God has done and be amazed. 
People:  They will put their trust in the Lord. 

 
*OPENING HYMN #519                          Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty; 
let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies, 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
let us march on till victory is won. 
 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
we have come, treading our path thru the blood of the slaughtered, 
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 
keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 



shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 

 
CHORISTERS AND CAROLERS                   Open Hearts, Open Doors                                      R.E. Schram 

                                   Denise Page Caraher and Rosie Jordan, directors 
                                                                 Anna Haste, solo          
                                                              Jim Caraher, piano 

In this sacred place of worship we gather once again 
To renew our faith and praise the God we love. 
So, to share His grace with others, we welcome all who enter by these doors, 
And we pledge today as one: 
Open hearts, open doors, all are welcome here to seek and find the Lord. 
Open hearts, open doors, ev’ry one is welcome here to seek and find the Lord. 
In Christ, there is no east or west, in Him, no south or north, 
But one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. 
In Christ shall true hearts ev’rywhere their high communion find, 
His service is the golden cord close binding humankind. 
With open hearts and open doors, all are welcome here to seek and find the Lord. 

 
OPENING PRAYER  

Ever strong and present God,  
who luminates every faithful soul,  
whose light shines on the nations  
and whose brightness exposes all rulers:  
Fill the world with your glory  
and show yourself to all people,  
through our Lord Jesus Christ  
who is the bright and morning star. Amen.  

 
ANTHEM                                                                     Behold the Star                                                                arr.  W. Dawson 

Behold the star! Behold the star up Yonder! Behold the star! It is the star of Bethlehem. 
There was no room found in the inn, For Him who was born free from sin. 
The wise men came from the East, To worship Him, the “Prince of Peace.” 
It is the star of Bethlehem, Peace, peace, peace on earth, Goodwill to all. 
Alleluia! Behold the Star! Behold the star! 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                                                                                                                        Dan Peo 
 
FIRST LESSON                             1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother 
Sosthenes. 2 I am writing to God’s church in Corinth, to you who have been called by God to be his own holy 
people. God made you holy by means of Christ Jesus, just as God did for all people everywhere who call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours. 3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you 
grace and peace. 
 
4 I always thank my God for you and for the gracious gifts he has given you, now that you belong to Christ 
Jesus. 5 Through him, God has enriched your church in every way—with all of your eloquent words and all of 
your knowledge. 6 This confirms that what I told you about Christ is true. 7 Now you have every spiritual gift you 
need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 God will keep you strong to the end so that 



you will be free from all blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. 9 God who is faithful will do this 
and has invited you into partnership with God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
HYMN OF PRAYER #474                                    Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,  
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;  
through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light:  
 

Refrain:  Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.  
 

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near,  
when my life is almost gone,  
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall: [Refrain] 
 

When the darkness appears and the night draws near,  
and the day is past and gone,  
at the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand: [Refrain] 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                                                                        Jill Moffett                             

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER #895 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE #2013 (refrain)              Bless the Lord 

Bless the lord my soul and bless God’s holy name.  
Bless the Lord my soul who leads me into life. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                   Thanks Be to God                         M. Haugen 

Original music and adaptation of We Shall Overcome 
 

Thanks be to God when people care, thanks be for friends and loved ones, thanks be to God forever and ever. 
Thanks be to God for food and home, thanks be for health and laughter, thanks be to God forever and ever. 
Thanks be to God when hatred ends, thanks be for peace and safety, thanks be to God forever and ever. 
Teach us the way of your peace, kindle your fire within us.  
Give us a vision of a world where people care for each other. 
We shall overcome, we shall overcome, we shall overcome some day. 
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe that we shall overcome some day. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*DOXOLOGY #94                                  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
SECOND LESSON                                             Isaiah 49:1-6 
1 Listen to me, all you in distant lands! 
    Pay attention, you who are far away! 



The Lord called me before my birth; 
    from within the womb he called me by name. 
2 God made my words of judgment as sharp as a sword. 
    The Almighty has hidden me in the shadow of his hand. 
    I am like a sharp arrow in God’s quiver. 
3 The Lord said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, 
    and you will bring me glory.” 
4 I replied, “But my work seems so useless! 
    I have spent my strength for nothing and to no purpose. 
Yet I leave it all in the Lord’s hand; 
    I will trust God for my reward.” 
5 And now the Lord speaks— 
    the one who formed me in my mother’s womb to be God’s servant, 
    who commissioned me to bring Israel back to God. 
The Lord has honored me, 
    and my God has given me strength. 
6 The Sovereign One says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me. 
    I will make you a light to the Gentiles, 
    and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
MESSAGE                                          Seana Murphy, Executive Director, MLK Center 
 
LITANY OF REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.                                                                                                                                   Amber Denney 

Leader:  “When I speak of love I am not speaking of some sentimental and weak response. Love is the   
most durable power in the world. This creative force, so beautifully exemplified in the life of      
our Christ, is the most potent instrument available in mankind’s quest for peace and security.  
Hatred and bitterness can never cure the disease of fear; only love can do that. Hatred  
paralyzes life; love releases it. Hatred confuses life; love harmonizes it. Hatred darkens life; love  
illumines it.” 

People:  We will do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 
Leader:  “I am convinced that if we succumb to the temptation to use violence in our struggle for  

freedom, unborn generations will be the recipients of a long and desolate night of bitterness,      
and our chief legacy to them will be a never-ending reign of chaos.” 

People:  We will do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 
Leader:  “We must use time creatively, in the knowledge that the time is always ripe to do right. Now is  
     the time to make real the promise of democracy and transform our pending national elegy into  
     a creative psalm of brotherhood. Now is the time to lift our national policy from the quicksand  
     of racial injustice to the solid rock of human dignity.” 
People:  Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  
Leader:  “I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their  
     bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality, and freedom for their  
     spirits. I believe that what self-centered men have torn down, other-centered men can build  
     up.” 
People:  Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  
Leader:  “I refuse to accept the cynical notion that nation after nation must spiral down a militaristic   

   stairway into the hell of thermonuclear destruction. I believe that unarmed truth and  
   unconditional love will have the final word in reality. This is why right temporarily defeated is  
   stronger than evil triumphant.” 



People:  Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  
Leader:  “There is little hope for us until we become tough-minded enough to break loose from the  
     shackles of prejudice, half-truths, and downright ignorance. We must accept finite  
     disappointment, but we must never lose infinite hope.” 
People:  O God, let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. We   
     will fulfill what you require of us: do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Amen.  

 
*HYMN OF DEDICATION                                    We Shall Overcome 

We shall overcome, we shall overcome,  
we shall overcome some day.  
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we shall overcome some day.  
 

We’ll walk hand in hand, we’ll walk hand in hand,  
we’ll walk hand in hand some day. 
 Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we shall overcome some day.  
 

We are not afraid, we are not afraid,  
we are not afraid today.  
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we shall overcome some day.  
 

The truth will make us free, the truth will make us free,  
the truth will make us free someday.  
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we shall overcome some day.  
 

We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace,  
we shall live in peace someday.  
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we shall overcome some day.  
 

The Lord will see us through, the Lord will see us through,  
the Lord will see us through someday.  
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we shall overcome some day.  

 
*THE BLESSING                                                                                                                                                                            Darren Cushman Wood 
 
POSTLUDE                                           In Christ There Is No East or West                                                  arr. M. Corl 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Today’s worship leaders: 

 

Darren Cushman Wood 
Senior Pastor 

Jill Moffett  
Pastor of Community Formation 

Brandon Wallace 
   Minister of Christian Education 

John Hague 
Allen McCormack  

James Horton  
Audio Visual  

Kathleen Hacker 
Interim Director of Music 

Heather Hinton   
Organist 

   

 

Upcoming Worship Events: 
In both services at 8:30am and 11am 

 

January 25, Consecration of Church Leaders 
 

February 15, Confirmation Sunday 
  

 
Upcoming Events: 

 

Community Martin Luther King Jr. Worship 
January 19, 10:00am Workshop, 11:00am Celebration, 12:00pm Lunch 

New Circle Church 3421 N Park Ave 
 

LGBTQ+ dinner, January 20, 6:00pm, The Garage Food Hall 
 

Indy Fuel Game, January 23, 7:00pm 
 

Beckenhorst Singers Concert, February 8, 3:00pm, Sanctuary 

 
Scan to sign up for our newsletter: 

 
 


