
 
January 11, 2026 – Livestream 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday  
GATHERING 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                  Brandon Wallace 
 
PRELUDE                                 Baptized in Water         arr. A. Bullard 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
*OPENING HYMN #252                                When Jesus Came to Jordan 

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 
he did not come for pardon but as the sinless one. 
He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 
to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins. 
 

He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, 
for us and our salvation to die upon the cross. 
So when the dove descended on him, the Son of Man, 
the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make; 
this very day invade us, and every bondage break. 
Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most: 
to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                                                                                                                  TA Inskeep 
 
FIRST LESSON                           Acts 10:34-43 
34 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. 35 In every nation God accepts those who 
revere God and do what is right. 36 This is the message of Good News for the people of Israel—that there is 
peace with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what happened throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee, after John began preaching his message of baptism. 38 And you know that God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
 
39 “And we apostles are witnesses of all he did throughout Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him to life on the third day. Then God allowed him to appear, 41 not to 
the general public, but to us whom God had chosen in advance to be his witnesses. We were those who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he ordered us to preach everywhere and to testify that Jesus 
is the one appointed by God to be the judge of all—the living and the dead. 43 He is the one all the prophets 
testified about, saying that everyone who believes in him will have their sins forgiven through his name.” 



Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
ANTHEM                    In the Bleak Midwinter                                      Music by H. Darke  

                                              Poem by C. Rossetti 
In the bleak mid-winter, frosty wind made moan, Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; Snow had fallen, 
snow on snow, snow on snow, In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to 
reign. In the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed The Lord God Almighty,  Jesus Christ.  
Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day, Breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay; Enough for 
Him, whom angels fall down before, The ox and ass and camel which adore.  
What can I give Him, Poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; If I were a Wise Man, I would do 
my part; Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart.  
 
*GOSPEL LESSON                                        Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, 
for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
SERMON    Creeks, Tanks, and Fonts                                          Darren Cushman Wood 
 
HYMN #605                         Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 

Wash, O God, our sons and daughters, where your cleansing waters flow.  
Number them among your people; bless as Christ blessed long ago.  
Weave them garments bright and sparkling; compass them with love and light.  
Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, holy dove and heart’s delight.  
 

We who bring them long for nurture; by your milk may we be fed.  
Let us join your feast, partaking cup of blessing, living bread.  
God, renew us, guide our footsteps; free from sin and all its snares,  
one with Christ in living, dying, by your Spirit, children, heirs.  
 

O how deep your holy wisdom! Unimagined, all your ways!  
To your name be glory, honor! With our lives we worship, praise!  
We your people stand before you, water-washed and Spirit-born.  
By your grace, our lives we offer. Recreate us; God transform! 

 
INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON                                           Jill Moffett  

Leader:  John preached, “Repent, for the reign of God has come near.”  
     With the confession of our sins, let us prepare the way of the Lord into our lives:  
     Tender One, Mighty One, Faithful One: 
People:  forgive us for the evil we have tolerated  
     and the evil we have cultivated. 

 

[Silent Prayer] 
 

Leader:  Merciful One, Strong One, Eternal One:  



People:  forgive me for the sins I have done and 
     the good I have left undone.  
 

[Silent Prayer] 
 

Leader:  Hear the good news:  
     Jesus brings the baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire  
     To purge us of all that is unholy,  
     and fill us with assurance, strength, and hope. 
People:  Glory and praise to Jesus Christ our Savior! Alleluia! 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                             Gloria Dei Patris                                        M. McDonald 
                                   from Gloria 

Gloria! Jesu Christe, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, gloria! 
Domine Fili, unigenite, Domine Deus, Agnus Dei. 
Solus Dominus, solus sanctus, Jesu Christe, gloria! 
Rex caelestis, laudamus te, Domine Deus, adoramus te. 
Quoniam tu solus sanctus, Quoniam tu solus Dominus in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. Gloria! 
Gloria! Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, Gloria!  
The only begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God 
Thou alone art the Lord, Thou Alone art Holy, Jesus Christ, Gloria! 
King of Heaven, we praise Thee, Lord God, we worship Thee. 
For Thou alone art Holy, For Thou alone art the Lord, In the glory of God the Father, Amen. Gloria! 

 
*DOXOLOGY #94                                   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
CONGREGATIONAL REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 

Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith #50 
 
Thanksgiving Over the Water #51 
 
Reaffirmation of Faith 
As we sing the hymns you are invited to come forward and to receive a symbol of your baptism and to 
kneel in prayer at the altar. 
 
Hymn #402                                  Lord, I Want to be a Christian 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 



Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

 
Hymn #354                                      I Surrender All 
All to Jesus I surrender; all to him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust him, in his presence daily live. 
 

Refrain: I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all. 
 

All to Jesus I surrender; humbly at his feet I bow, 
worldly pleasures all forsaken; take me, Jesus, take me now. [Refrain] 
 

All to Jesus I surrender; make me, Savior, wholly thine; 
let me feel the Holy Spirit, truly know that thou art mine. [Refrain] 
 

All to Jesus I surrender; Lord, I give myself to thee; 
fill me with thy love and power; let thy blessing fall on me. [Refrain] 
 

All to Jesus I surrender; now I feel the sacred flame. 
O the joy of full salvation! Glory, glory to his name! [Refrain] 

 
Thanksgiving #52 

 
*HYMN OF DEDICATION #2248                             Baptized in Water 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King;  
Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, faithfully in thou we sing his praises. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ, our King;  
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, thankfully now God’s praises we sing.  
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ, our King;  
born of one Father, we are his children, joyfully now God’s praises we sing.  
 

*THE BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE          Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                           arr. A. Travis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The flowers on the altar are given for the glory of God  

as we celebrate the success of our Sacred Places Challenge. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Today’s worship leaders: 
 

Darren Cushman Wood 
Senior Pastor 

Jill Moffett  
Pastor of Community Formation 

Brandon Wallace 
   Minister of Christian Education 

John Hague 
Allen McCormack  

James Horton  
Audio Visual  

Kathleen Hacker 
Director of Music 
Heather Hinton   

Organist 
   

 

Upcoming Worship Events: 
In both services at 8:30am and 11am 

 

January 18, MLK Sunday featuring guest speakers from the MLK Center 
 

January 25, Consecration of Church Leaders 
 

February 15, Confirmation Sunday 
  

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Celebration of Completion of Sacred Places Grant—Masonry Repairs, 
Today, 9:45am, Fellowship Hall  

 

Youth Synago small groups, Today, 4:30-6pm, Youth Room  
 

Young Adult Bowling, January 13, 6:00pm, Atomic Bowl  
RSVP to bwallace@northchurhcindy.com   

 

Community Martin Luther King Jr. Worship 
January 19, 10 am Workshop, 11 am Celebration, 12 noon Lunch 

New Circle Church 3421 N Park Ave 
 

LGBTQ+ dinner, Jan 20, 6pm, The Garage Food Hall 
 

Indy Fuel Game, January 23, 7:00pm 

 
Scan to sign up for our newsletter: 

 
 

 

Last week’s flowers were in celebration of the 31st wedding anniversary of Mary and Jim McDonald. 


