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NORTH Jj UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
INCLUSIVE. INSPIRED. INVOLVED.

December 7, 2025 — Livestream
Second Sunday of Advent

GATHERING

WORDS OF WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS Brandon Wallace
PRELUDE Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding arr. M. Archer

*CALLTO WORSHIP
Leader: Praise be to God!
People: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
who have visited the redeemed the people.
Leader: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
People: Blessed be the name of the Lord.

*OPENING HYMN #203 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free;
to take away transgression, and rule in equity.

He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong;

to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong;

to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,
whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight.

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth;
love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth.
Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go,
and righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow.

To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend;
his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove;

his name shall stand forever; that name to us is love.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Adam Edward
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 40:1-11

1 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her



that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
>Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6 A voice says, “Cry out! And | said, “What shall | cry?”
All flesh is grass; their constancy is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers; the flower fades,
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers; the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”
105ee, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him and his recompense before him.
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms
and carry them in his bosom and gently lead the mother sheep.

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.

People: Thanks be to God.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Christ, Be Our Light B. Farrell
setting by J. Raney
Barber Family
Choral Introduction:
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has power to save us. Make us your living voice.

Congregational Response (see pew card)

SECOND LESSON Mark 1:1-8
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ:
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight,
450 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. 3> And the whole Judean region and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him and were baptized by
him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. ® Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is
coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals. &1 have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
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SERMON Through the Shadows of Advent, Part 2: The Stylish Messenger Darren Cushman Wood



HymN #2089 Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice
Wild and lone the prophet’s voice echoes through the desert still,
calling us to make a choice, bidding us to do God’s will:

“Turn from sin and be baptized; cleanse your heart and mind and soul.
Quitting all the sin you prized, yield your life to God’s control.

“Bear the fruit repentance sows: lives of justice, truth, and love.
Trust no other claim than those; set your heart on things above.
Soon the Lord will come in power, burning clean the threshing floor:
then will flames the chaff devour; wheat alone shall fill God’s store.”

With such preaching stark and bold John proclaimed salvation near,
and his timeless warnings hold words of hope to all who hear.

So we dare to journey on, led by faith through ways untrod,

till we come at last like John—to behold the Lamb of God.

PRAYER FOR THE WORLD

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON
Leader: Let us prepare for the coming of Christ and his feast
by confessing our sins before God and one another.
People: God of hope,
we have sinned against you and one another.
In your mercy, forgive us
for what we have done and what we have failed to do,
for what we have ignored and what we have allowed.
We have failed to be your faithful church.
We are unprepared for the coming of your Son.
Have compassion upon us and restore us,
through Jesus Christ, your Light and Word. Amen.
Leader: God is patient and forgiving
and will fill you completely with joy and peace
because you trust in Christ.
People: Glory to God. Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

UPDATE ON STEWARDSHIP

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY ANTHEM What is the Crying at Jordan
What is the crying at Jordan? Who hears, O God, the prophecy?
Dark is the season, dark our hearts, and shut to mystery.

Who then shall stir in this darkness, prepare for joy in the winter night.
Mortal in darkness we lie down, blindhearted, seeing no light.

Lord, Lord give us grace to awake us to see the branch that begins to bloom.

In great humility is hid, all heaven in a little room.
Now comes the day of salvation, in joy and terror the Word is born.
God gives himself into our lives: O let salvation dawn!

Darren Cushman Wood

Doshia Stewart

Brandon Wallace

arr. B. Heim
Voices in Accord



* ADVENT DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Our communion musical responses are found on the inside back cover of The Faith We Sing.

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,

always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God...
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ....

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Rev. Curtis Hurley

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on these gifts of bread and cup....

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,

All honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER #2278

*BREAKING THE BREAD

RECEIVING THE BLESSING
As persons are sharing the bread and cup in the sanctuary, extend your hands to receive the blessing of the Holy
Spirit. If you would like to receive communion from today’s service please contact the church to schedule for a

pastor to bring it to your home this week, nricketts@northchurchindy.com

COMMUNION HYMN #211 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

6

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh;



to us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. [Refrain]

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times once gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe. [Refrain]

O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, an ensign of thy people be;
before the rulers silent fall; in cloud and majesty and awe. [Refrain]

O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home.

The captives from their prison free, and conquer death’s deep misery. [Refrain]

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thy justice here;

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. [Refrain]

PRAYER

*HymMN OF DEDICATION #211 O Come, O Come Emmanuel

O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind.
From dust thou brought us forth to life; deliver us from earthly strife.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*THE BLESSING

PoOSTLUDE On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

Darren Cushman Wood

arr. F. D. Ashdown

It is not too late to submit a pledge for 2026.

Please fill out a pledge card at church or email nricketts@northchurchindy.com.

If you would like to give to our Member-Neighbor Emergency
Assistance Fund please mark the memo line or front of your giving
envelope “Emergency Assistance”.

Please make checks payable to North UMC.

Scan for Online Giving
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Upcoming Events:

December 11%*, 18, Nativity Open House: 10:00am —1:00pm
*December 11 at 7pm additionally

December 9, Young Adult Dinner (AMP 16t & Tech): 6:00 pm
December 12, Jubilee Christmas Sorting: 9:00-10:30 am

December 13, Delivery of Gifts: 9:00-10:30 am

December 14, Youth Progressive Dinner, 5:00pm-8:00pm

Today’s worship leaders:

Darren Cushman Wood
Senior Pastor
Brandon Wallace
Minister of Christian Education

Eric Russell
James Horton
Audio Visual
Mark Gilgallon
Director of Music
Heather Hinton
Organist




