
 
December 28, 2025, 11:00am 
First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 
GATHERING 
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
 
PRELUDE                                                                                   Christmas Pastoral                                                                    A. Corelli 
 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader:  The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
People:  We have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia! 
Leader:  Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. 
People:  Shout to the Lord, all the earth. Alleluia! 

 
 
*OPENING HYMN #246                                 Joy to the World 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER  

Almighty God,  
you have shed upon us the new light  
of your incarnate Word.  
May this light, enkindled in our hearts,  
shine forth in our lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 
 
 

*Standing as you are able and comfortable. 
 
 



CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
#217 v. 1   Away in a Manger                                                
#245 v. 1  The First Noel 
#230 v. 1  O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE #861                       Psalm 148 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
 
FIRST LESSON                                  Romans 1:1-7 
1 This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, chosen by God to be an apostle and sent out to preach his Good 
News. 2 God promised this Good News long ago through the prophets in the holy Scriptures. 3 The Good News is 
about God’s Son. In his earthly life he was born into King David’s family line, 4 and he was shown to be the Son of 
God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through Christ, 
God has given us the privilege and authority as apostles to tell Gentiles everywhere what God has done for them, so 
that they will believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name. 
 
6 And you are included among those Gentiles who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ. 7 I am writing to all of 
you in Rome who are loved by God and are called to be his own holy people. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ give you grace and peace. 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
 
HYMN OF PRAYER #242                                   Love Came Down at Christmas                                                           v. 1-2 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER #895 
 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE #242                      Love Came Down at Christmas                                                         v. 3 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
 
OFFERTORY SOLO                                                                                  A Cradle Carol                                                                                              D. Forrest 

Chad Barton, Soloist 
Lord Jesus, Savior, infant weak, why come to earth as one so meek? 
A newborn babe, helpless and small; and yet Creator of us all. 
 

Thou hast no beauty, form, nor grace; no fortune, rank, no fame, no place 
that men should see Thee and adore a babe so humble and so poor. 
 

But to the soul whose eyes are healed, to whom the Truth has been revealed. 
Thy glory challenges the sun; Thou art a thousand joys in One.



Though strangers see a babe in straw, Thy children see the Lord of all 
who laid aside his rightful reign to take away our sin and shame. 
 

This sacrifice of love divine, this condescension to mankind 
with beauty robes Thy lowly frame, and sanctifies Thy simple name. 
 

O aid my worship, Mighty King, that I might with the angels sing. 
“Glory to God on high!” Now crowned again beyond the sky! 
Oh, help me see Thee and adore this child, my God and Lord.  

 
 

*DOXOLOGY #94      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
*GOSPEL LESSON            Matthew 1:18-25 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his  
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, 
she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, 
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,  
planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this,  
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived  
in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name  
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place  
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did  
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had  
no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he  
named him Jesus. 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
 
SERMON      What About Joseph?          Jill Moffett  
 
 
*HYMN OF DEDICATION #251  Go Tell it on the Mountain 
 
 
*THE BLESSING 
 
 
POSTLUDE                          Good Christian Men, Rejoice                        arr. J. Pethel 
 
 

Connect Card 
Welcome! Whether you are a 
visitor or a member, you can 
always learn more about North 
Church. Let us know how we 
can help you. 
□ I am a visitor. 
□ I am interested in 

becoming a member. 
□ I need to update my 

contact information. 
□ I’m interested in speaking 

with someone about North. 
□ I’d like to speak to a Pastor 

about a personal concern. 
□  
Name(s): __________________ 
 
Address:___________________ 
 
City: ______________________ 
 
Email: _____________________ 
 
Phone:____________________ 
I am interested in learning 
more about: 
□ Children’s Ministries  
□ Youth Ministries  
□ Young Adult Ministries 
□ Short Term Studies 
□ Music Ministries  
□ Outreach and Missions  
□ Care and Nurture 

Ministries  
□ Hospitality Ministries  
□ Green Team 
□ LGBTQ+ Ministries 
□ United Women in Faith 
□ Justice & Advocacy 
 
 
Other/Comments 
___________________________
___________________________ 

___________________________
___________________________ 

___________________________
___________________________ 

___________________________
___________________________ 

 



Today’s worship Leaders: 
Jill Moffett  
   Pastor of Community Formation  
Kathleen Custer 
   Guest Organist  
 
 
 
 
 

Sundays at North  
 

Child Care Available in Rm 102  
from 8:15am to 12:15pm  
 

Children’s Worship  
(non-Communion Sundays)  
K-5th in Rm 104 during 11am service  
  

Children and Youth  
Sunday School Classes  
K – 2nd  -  Rm 101  
3rd – 5th – Rm 203 
6th – 12th Grades -  Youth Rm 
 

Adult Sunday School Classes  
Sojourners: Rm 005 
Sophia Class: Rm 205  
Power & Light:  Rm 202 
Real Talk for Parents, Rm 007 
 

Musical Groups Meeting  
after 11am Service  
Carolers: Club Room  
Choristers: Choir Room 
Cathedral Ringers, Room 004 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North United Methodist Church 
(317) 924-2612 

3808 North Meridian Street, 
Indianapolis 46208 

northchurchindy.com 
info@northchurchindy.com 

facebook.com/northchurchindy 
Bluesky, X & Instagram: 

@NorthChurchIndy 
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Upcoming Worship Events: 

In both services at 8:30am and 11am 
 

January 11, Congregational Reaffirmation of the Baptism Covenant 
 

January 18, MLK Sunday featuring guest speakers from the MLK Center 
 

January 25, Consecration of Church Leaders 
 

February 15, Confirmation Sunday 
  
 

Scan to sign up for our newsletter: 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Celebration of Completion of Sacred Places Grant—Masonry Repairs, 
January 11, 9:45am, Fellowship Hall  

 

Indy Fuel Game, January 23, 7:00pm,  
RSVP by January 9 to bwallace@northchurhcindy.com 

 


