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Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025, 9:30pm

Good Christian Friends Rejoice
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: News, news! Jesus Christ is born today!
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today, Christ is born today!

Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;

now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven's door, and ye are blest forevermore.

Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!

Festival Gloria
Gloria in excelsis Deo et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.
Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those of goodwill.
Laudamus te, benedicimus te. Adoramus te, glorificamus te.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee. We worship Thee, we glorify Thee.

There’s a Song in the Air
There's a song in the air! There's a star in the sky!
There's a mother's deep prayer and a baby's low cry!
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song

that comes down through the night from the heavenly throng.
Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring,

and we greet in his cradle our Savior and King!

Gloria

A Festive Suite
l.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria! Gloria, laudamus te, benedicamus te,
Glory to God in the highest, glory! Glory, we praise Thee, we bless Thee,
adoramus te, glorificamus te, gloria! Benedicimus te, omnes gloria!
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, glory! We bless Thee, all glory!
I.

Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. Domine Deus, Deus Pater omnipotens.

And on earth peace to those of good will. Lord God, God the Father Almighty.
Il.

Gloria Dei Patris

Jesus Christe, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. Domine Fili unigenite.

Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, Son of the Father. The only begotten Son.

Domine Deus solus Dominus, Rex caelestis quoniam tu solus Sanctus.

C. Courtney

M. McDonald
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Lord God, Thou alone art the Lord. King of heaven for Thou alone art holy.
In gloria Dei Patris. Amen.
In the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Angels We have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? [Refrain]

See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. [Refrain]

Sing We Now of Christmas C. Courtney
Voices in Accord
Sing we now of Christmas, sing we all noel. Of our Lord and Savior, we the tidings tell.
Sing we noel for Christ, the King is born. Sing!
Come, let us surround Him on this holy night. Gather here around him wondrous Babe of light.
Sing we Noel, for Christ the King is born. Sing!

PRELUDE Unto Us a Boy Is Born arr. D. N. Johnson

WELCOME

PASSING THE PEACE

*CALLTO WORSHIP

Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come,
for the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
People: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
Leader: Christ is the light who shines in the darkness,
People: and the darkness did not overtake it. Alleluia!

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,
lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not created; [Refrain]

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; [Refrain]



LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE (pew card) Christ, Be Our Light B. Farrell
setting by J. Raney
Christine Rembert
Choral Introduction:
Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come.

Congregational Response (see pew card)

OPENING PRAYER
Eternal God,
this night shines with the light of your Son Jesus Christ,
who dispels the darkness of this world.
Grant that we may rejoice in the beauty
and walk in the truth of his glorious light,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 9:2-7
The prophet announces the birth of a ruler to a people in darkness.

ANTHEM Let There Be Light C. Courtney
Voices in Accord
And God said: "Let there be light out of the darkness shining. Let there be light" and the light was good.
Sun, moon and stars out of the darkness shining. And the light was good.
Shine, out of the darkness, shine, forever and ever, shine, forevermore.
There came a star out of Jacob rising. There rose a scepter out of Israel.
And the star was Jesus, Emmanuel! And the morning stars sang, they sang together.
And the angels shouted for joy. And the morning stars sang, oh yes, they sang together
and the song was good. "Let there be light out of the darkness shining." And the light was good.

SECOND LESSON Luke 1:26-38
The angel announces to Mary that she will give birth to God’s promised Son.

ANTHEM Magnificat H. Howells
from Gloucester Service
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever.

THIRD LESSON Isaiah 7:10-14
The prophet declares the birth of the child as the sign of hope.



*CAROL Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!"

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th' incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!"

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!"

FOURTH LESSON Matthew 1:18-25
The annunciation to Joseph.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING Jill Moffett
OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY ANTHEM O Magnum Mysterium M. Lauridsen
O magnum mysterium, et admirabile sacramentum, ut animalia viderent
O great mystery, and wondrous sacrament, that the animals should see
Dominum natum, jacentem in praesepio! Beata Virgo, cujus viscera
the newborn Lord lying in a manger! Blest is the Virgin whose womb
meruerunt portare Dominum Christum. Alleluia!
was worthy to bear the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!

FIFTH LESSON Isaiah 11:1-9
The prophet’s vision of the stump of Jesse and the peaceable kingdom.

ANTHEM Gloria P. Sosa
arr. M. Burkhardt
iGloria, Gloria, Gloria en las alturas a Dios!
Y en la tierra paz para aquéllos que ama el Sefior.
(Glory, Glory, Glory to God on high! And on earth peace to all God’s people)
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring.
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful king’s birth. Refrain
Then why should we on earth be sad since our redeemer made us glad?
Angels rejoice and sing, all for to see the newborn king. Refrain

SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:1-20
The shepherds and angels celebrate the good news of the Christ Child.

SERMON Darren Cushman Wood

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST



SILENT NIGHT

(Please remain seated for Silent Night. The Choir will sing the first verse in German.
The congregation and choir will then sing in English.)

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht. Alles schlaft; einsam wacht.
Nur das traute hochheilige Paar. Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

*PROCLAMATION OF THE LIGHT
Leader: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
People: The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.
Leader: And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory.
People: From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace.

*Joy TO THE WORLD
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

THE BLESSING

POSTLUDE Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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Jill Moffett

arr. J. Vivian



Upcoming Events: Today’s worship leaders:

Last Sunday of the Year, December 28, 11:00am Darren Cushman Wood
one combined worship service Senior Pastor
Jill Moffett

Celebration of Completion of Sacred Places Grant—Masonry Repairs,

. Pastor of Community Formation
January 11, 9:45am, Fellowship Hall

Brandon Wallace
Join us for our regular Sunday worship services in 2026 Minister of Christian Education
at 8:30am and 11am (in-person and livestream on YouTube). Amber Denney
Liturgist
John Hague
Scan to sign up for our newsletter: Allen McCormack
rc ) Audio Visual
: Mark Gilgallon
Director of Music
Heather Hinton
Organist

North United Methodist Church
(317) 924-2612
3808 North Meridian Street,
Indianapolis 46208
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