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December 21, 2025 — Livestream
Fourth Sunday of Advent

GATHERING

WORDS OF WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS Brandon Wallace

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

PRELUDE O Sing a Song of Bethlehem arr. C.D. Burton
Cathedral Ringers, Kelley & Jeff Warbinton, directors

*CALLTO WORSHIP

Leader: The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

People: They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.

Leader: Strengthen the weak hands
and make firm the feeble knees.

People: Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.

*OPENING HYMN #220 Angels from the Realms of Glory
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: [Refrain]

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: [Refrain]

Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear;
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: [Refrain]

CAROLERS’ ANTHEMS Gloria in Excelsis Deo A. Vivaldi
Glory to God in the highest
Run to the Stable J. Horman

| want to run to the stable this holiest night,
| want to run to the stable and see the sweet sight,



and hear the first cry of the babe in the night.

| want to glow in the presence of heavenly light.

| want to sing a sweet song for the mother to hear,
and dance, a few steps for the father to cheer,

and rock the baby gently till morning is nigh,

quiet his fears with my own lullaby.

| want to climb to the hills and hear songs from above,
and ride a wild camel to a manger of love,

and share the excitement of shepherds and kings.

| want to feel all the joy a small baby can bring.

OPENING PRAYER
Faithful God,
you chose Mary, full of grace,
to be the mother of our Sovereign and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Now fill us with your grace, that with her,
we may understand your ways,
rejoice in your salvation,
and embrace your will;
through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Christ, Be Our Light B. Farrell
setting by J. Raney
Wolfe Family

Choral Introduction:

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.

Congregational Response (see pew card)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Andrew Mortonson

FIRST LESSON 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16

1When King David was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all the surrounding

enemies, 2the king summoned Nathan the prophet. “Look,” David said, “I am living in a beautiful cedar
palace, but the Ark of God is out there in a tent!” 3 Nathan replied to the king, “Go ahead and do whatever you
have in mind, for the Lord is with you.”

4 But that same night the Lord said to Nathan, > “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord has
declared: Are you the one to build a house for me to live in? ¢1 have never lived in a house, from the day |
brought the Israelites out of Egypt until this very day. | have always moved from one place to another with a
tent and a Tabernacle as my dwelling. 7 Yet no matter where | have gone with the Israelites, | have never once
complained to Israel’s tribal leaders, the shepherds of my people Israel. | have never asked them, “Why haven’t
you built me a beautiful cedar house?”’



8 “Now go and say to my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies has declared: | took you from
tending sheep in the pasture and selected you to be the leader of my people Israel. °| have been with you
wherever you have gone, and | have destroyed all your enemies before your eyes. Now | will make your name
as famous as anyone who has ever lived on the earth! ® And | will provide a homeland for my people Israel,
planting them in a secure place where they will never be disturbed. Evil nations won’t oppress them as they’ve
done in the past, ' starting from the time | appointed judges to rule my people Israel. And | will give you rest
from all your enemies. ““Furthermore, the Lord declares that he will make a house for you—a dynasty of kings!

16Your house and your kingdom will continue before mel® for all time, and your throne will be secure forever.
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF PRAYER #216 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as those of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter when half spent was the night.

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose | have in mind;
with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God'’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half spent was the night.

O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
True man yet very God, from sin and death now save us, and share our every load.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Darren Cushman Wood
THE LORD’S PRAYER #895

MusicAL RESPONSE #2096 (refrain) Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
Follow, follow, rise up, shepherd, and follow,
follow the star of Bethlehem. Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Gloria Hodie J. Turner & K. McChesney
Cathedral Ringers, Kelley & Jeff Warbinton, directors

* ADVENT DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*GOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:26-38

26n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 22 And he came
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 2° But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 3° The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. 32 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him

Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the



throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” 3 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” 3> The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 3¢ And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible
with God.” 3 Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.

People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Through the Shadows of Advent, Part 4: Darkness that Births Light Jill Moffett

*HYMN OF DEDICATION #250 Once in Royal David’s City
Once in royal David'’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed;
Mary, loving mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall.
With the poor, the scorned, the lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.

Jesus is our childhood's pattern; day by day, like us he grew;
he was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

*THE BLESSING

PosTLUDE God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen arr. M. A. Miller

Scan to sign up for our newsletter:
It is not too late to submit a pledge for 2026.

Please fill out a pledge card at church or email
nricketts@northchurchindy.com.

Scan for Online Giving




Upcoming Events:

Mark Gilgallon’s Farewell Reception, Today,
between the services, Gathering Center

Longest Night Service, Today, 5:00pm, Chapel:

For many of us holidays are difficult, even painful, at times.
This simple service of silence and song, scripture and prayer will
acknowledge the gift of letting go and celebrate the gift of holding
fast to hope.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services, December 24:
Children and Families Service, 5:00pm
Celebration of Holy Communion, 7:30pm
Festival of Lessons and Carols, 9:30pm

Last Sunday of the Year, December 28, 11:00am
one combined worship service

Celebration of Completion of Sacred Places Grant—Masonry Repairs,
January 11, 9:45am, Fellowship Hall

Indy Fuel Game, January 23, 7:00pm,
RSVP by January 9 to bwallace@northchurhcindy.com
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