
 
December 14, 2025 – Livestream 

Third Sunday of Advent 
GATHERING 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                                                      Darren Cushman Wood 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
PRELUDE                                                 Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella               arr. D. Cherwien 
 
*Call to Worship 

Leader:  Lift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
People:  The portals of our hearts are open that the Ruler of Glory may come in. 
Leader:  See! The Savior of the world shall come bringing love and joy.  

 
*OPENING HYMN #213                     Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 

Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to thee we open wide; 
let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal. 
 

Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won; 
eternal praise, eternal fame be offered, Savior, to thy name! 

 
CHORISTERS’ ANTHEM                                                    Bring Us Peace                                                 C. Courtney 

                                          Eric Applegate, piano; Rosie Jordan, director 
Bring peace to each person and peace to each heart. 
Bring peace to the loved ones from whom we’re apart. 
Bring peace to each home and to husband and wife. 
Bring peace to the families living in strife. 
Prince of Peace, Child of Peace.  Dona nobis pacem. 
 

Fill us with Your true gift of love for one another.  
Prince of Peace, Child of Peace, Bring us peace, we pray. 
 

Bring peace between neighbors who live side by side. 
Bring peace to each city, each village and tribe. 
Bring peace between nations, peace near and a far. 
Bring peace that will blossom wherever we are. 



Prince of Peace, Child of Peace.  Dona nobis pacem.   Refrain 
 

Peace for each morning, each step of the way. 
Peace that remains at the end of the day. 
Help us to see that for peace to begin, first we must find our true peace from within. 
Silent night, holy night.  All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon Virgin mother and Child.  Holy infant so tender and mild. 
Sleep in heavenly peace.  Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Bring us peace today. 

 
OPENING PRAYER  

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God,  
and strengthen our faith in your coming,  
that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                      Christ, Be Our Light                                         B. Farrell 

                                                 setting by J. Raney 
                                 Scott and Ellen Rogers 

Choral Introduction:  
Longing for food, many are hungry.  
Longing for water many still thirst.  
Make us your bread, broken for others.  
Shared until all are fed.  
 

Congregational Response (see pew card) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                                                                                   Debbie Hinderliter Lewis 
 
FIRST LESSON                                       Isaiah 61:1-2, 8-11 
1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me 
    because the Lord has anointed me 
and has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and release to the prisoners, 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
    to comfort all who mourn. 
 

8 For I, the Lord, love justice, 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations 
    and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
    that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 



    my whole being shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
HYMN OF PRAYER #206                              I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 
God sent the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 
 

Refrain: In Him, there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path. And show me the way to the Father. [Refrain] 
 

I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.  
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. [Refrain] 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                                                         Brandon Wallace 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER #895 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE #2096 (refrain)         Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow 

Follow, follow, rise up, shepherd, and follow,  
follow the star of Bethlehem. Rise up, shepherd, and follow.  

 
UPDATE ON STEWARDSHIP        
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                             Magnificat                                       H. Howells
                                                            from Gloucester Service 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.  
He hath showed strength with his arm:  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.  
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever. 
 



*Advent Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
*GOSPEL LESSON                                                      Luke 1:46-55 
46 And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 
    Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name; 
50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
SERMON                              Through the Shadows of Advent, Part 3: The Night Mary Sang                   Jill Moffett  
 
*HYMN OF DEDICATION #202                                  People, Look East 

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.  
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.  
People, look east: Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there.  
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.  
People, look east: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim,  
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.  
People, look east: Love, the Star, is on the way.  
 

Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth.  
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.  
People, look east: Love, the Lord, is on the way.  

 
*THE BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE                                A Child is Born in Bethlehem                           arr. R.G. te Velde 



 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Today’s worship leaders: 

 

Darren Cushman Wood 
Senior Pastor 

Jill Moffett  
Pastor of Community Formation 

Brandon Wallace 
   Minister of Christian Education 

John Hague 
Allen McCormack  

James Horton 
Audio Visual  

Mark Gilgallon 
Director of Music 
Heather Hinton   

Organist 
   

 
Upcoming Events: 

 

December 14, Youth Progressive Dinner, 5:00pm-8:00pm 
 

December 18, Nativity Open House:  10:00am –1:00pm 
 

December 16, LGBTQ+ Fellowship 
 

Mark Gilgallon’s Farewell Reception, December 21,  
between the services, Gathering Center 

 

Longest Night Service, December 21, 5:00pm, Chapel: 
For many of us holidays are difficult, even painful, at times.  

This simple service of silence and song, scripture and prayer will 
acknowledge the gift of letting go and celebrate the gift of holding 

fast to hope. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services, December 24: 
Children and Families Service, 5:00pm  

Celebration of Holy Communion, 7:30pm 
Festival of Lessons and Carols, 9:30pm 

 

Last Sunday of the Year, December 28, 11:00am 
one combined worship service 

 
 

Scan to sign up for our newsletter: 

 
 

 

It is not too late to submit a pledge for 2026.   
Please fill out a pledge card at church or email nricketts@northchurchindy.com.  

 
If you would like to give to our 
Member-Neighbor Emergency 

Assistance Fund please mark the 
memo line or front of your giving 

envelope “Emergency 
Assistance”.  

Please make checks payable to 
North UMC. 

 
 


