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NORTH Jjj UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
INCLUSIVE. INSPIRED. INVOLVED.

January 4, 2026 — Livestream

Second Sunday after Christmas Day
GATHERING

WORDS OF WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Grand Russian Fantasia J. Levy
Part 1 David Wolfe, trumpet

*CALLTO WORSHIP
Leader: Great and wonderful are the things our Lord Jesus Christ has done for us.
People: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Leader: Let us open our hearts and lives to the Lord of light and the God of love.

*OPENING HYMN #384 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling v.1-3
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down;
fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast!
Let us all in thee inherit; let us find that second rest.

Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be;

end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return and never, nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:10-14
10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him
and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.”
11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,



and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy;
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14| will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

DuET Gesu Bambino P.Yon
Diane Stebbe and Amy Cuomo

SECOND LESSON John 1:10-18

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. * He came
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. *2But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, ¥ who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth. 1 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.””) 8 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. ¥ The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ¥ No one has
ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Love? Darren Cushman Wood

HYMN #606 Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine
Come, let us use the grace divine, and all with one accord,
in a perpetual covenant join ourselves to Christ the Lord;
give up ourselves, thru Jesus' power, his name to glorify;
and promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die.

The covenant we this moment make be ever kept in mind;

we will no more our God forsake, or cast these words behind.

We never will throw off the fear of God who hears our vow;

and if thou art well pleased to hear, come down and meet us now.

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, let all our hearts receive,
present with thy celestial host the peaceful answer give;

to each covenant the blood apply which takes our sins away,
and register our names on high and keep us to that day!

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON
Leader: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, in silence let us confess our sin to God:



[Silent Prayer]

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

Leader and People: Glory to God. Amen.

COVENANT PRAYER IN THE WESLEYAN TRADITION #607
| am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted by thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
| freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
thou art mine, and | am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which | have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY Grand Russian Fantasia J. Levy
Part 2 David Wolfe, trumpet
*DOoX0OLOGY #94 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God....
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,



Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Leader: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ....

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Leader: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here and on these gifts of bread and cup....
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER #895
*BREAKING THE BREAD

RECEIVING THE BLESSING
As persons are sharing the bread and cup in the sanctuary, extend your hands to receive the blessing of the Holy
Spirit. If you would like to receive communion from today’s service please contact the church to schedule for a
pastor to bring it to your home this week, nricketts@northchurchindy.com

COMMUNION HYMNS
#357 Just as | Am, Without One Plea
Just as | am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidst me come to thee, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot,
to thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind; sight, riches, healing of the mind,
yea, all | need in thee to find, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, thy love unknown hath broken every barrier down;
now, to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

#348 Softly and tenderly Jesus is Calling
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me;
see, on the portals he's waiting and watching, watching for you and for me.

Refrain: Come home, come home; you who are weary come home;
earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, O sinner, come home!

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me? [Refrain]



Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing, passing from you and from me;
shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming, coming for you and for me. [Refrain]

O for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me. [Refrain]

PRAYER

*HymN OF DEDICATION #384 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee;
changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

*THE BLESSING

POSTLUDE Gloria

Scan for Online Giving

3 .3
O oA

I3 et
)

Upcoming Worship Events:
In both services at 8:30am and 11am

January 11, Congregational Reaffirmation of the Baptism Covenant
January 18, MLK Sunday featuring guest speakers from the MLK Center
January 25, Consecration of Church Leaders

February 15, Confirmation Sunday

v.4

B. Harbach



Upcoming Events:
Celebration of Completion of Sacred Places Grant—Masonry Repairs,
January 11, 9:45am, Fellowship Hall

Indy Fuel Indy Fuel Game, January 23, 7:00pm,
RSVP by January 9 to bwallace@northchurhcindy.com

Young Adult Bowling, January 13, 6:00pm, Location TBD
RSVP to Brandon at bwallace@northhurchindy.com

Scan to sign up for our newsletter:

Today’s worship leaders:

Darren Cushman Wood
Senior Pastor
Jill Moffett
Pastor of Community Formation
Brandon Wallace
Minister of Christian Education
John Hague
Allen McCormack
Audio Visual
Heather Hinton
Organist




