k.

NORTH jjf UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
INCLUSIVE. INSPIRED. INVOLVED.

November 30, 2025 — Livestream
First Sunday of Advent

GATHERING

WORDS OF WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS Jill Moffett
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

PRELUDE Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying arr. J. G. Walther

*CALLTO WORSHIP
Leader: Out of God’s deep compassion the dawn of heaven will break upon us.
People: From God’s faithfulness the light of peace will shine on us.
Leader: Christ is coming to free us from our fears,
to liberate us from our sins,
and to give joy to every longing heart.
People: Come, holy Jesus, our strength, our comfort, our hope.

*OPENING HYMN #196 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

OPENING PRAYER
O God, who in ages past
prepared the hearts and minds of your people
for the coming of your Son
and whose Spirit is always working
to illuminate our darkened lives
with the light of the Gospel:
Prepare our hearts and minds now
so that Christ may dwell in us
and always rule in our thoughts and desires
as the Lord of love and the Prince of peace.
Grant this, we pray, for his sake. Amen.



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Christ, Be Our Light

Choral Introduction:

B. Farrell

setting by J. Raney

Bob & Rita Schilling (8:30)

TA Inskeep & Eric Applegate (11)

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you.

Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.

Congregational Response (see pew card)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST LESSON Psalm 80
1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
2pefore Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.
Stir up your might, and come to save us!
3 Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.
40 Lord God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
>You have fed them with the bread of tears
and given them tears to drink in full measure.
6You make us the scorn of our neighbors;
our enemies laugh among themselves.
7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF PRAYER #209 Blessed Be the God of Israel
Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free,
who visits and redeems us, and grants us liberty.
The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release;
God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace.

Now from the house of David a child of grace is given;
a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heav’n.
Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way,
the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day.

On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise,

the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner's eyes,

to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace;

O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease!

Allen McCormack



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Brandon Wallace
THE LORD’S PRAYER #895
MusICAL RESPONSE #2096 (refrain) Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow

Follow, follow, rise up, shepherd, and follow,
follow the star of Bethlehem. Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

UPDATE ON STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN Kathy Gifford
OFFERTORY PRAYER Brandon Wallace
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Hear O Thou Shepherd of Israel W. Mathias

Hear O Thou Shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock:

show Thyself, Thou that sittest between the cherubim.

Stir up Thy strength and come and help us.

Restore us again O God:

show the light of Thy countenance, and we shall be saved.

Thou didst bring a vine out of Egypt. Thou didst prepare the ground for it:

and when it had taken root it filled the land.

Turn Thee again Thou God of hosts: look down from heaven and behold;
Bestow Thy care upon this vine. O let us live, and we shall call upon Thy name.

* ADVENT DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*GOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:8-22

8 Once when Zechariah was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, he was chosen by lot,
according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. *® Now at the
time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.

11Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. > When
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him

John. ¥You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, **>for he will be great in the sight of the
Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He
will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. ¥’ With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go
before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous,
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” ¥ Zechariah said to the angel, “How can | know that this will
happen? For | am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” * The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. | stand in
the presence of God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 2° But now, because
you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until
the day these things occur.”



21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering at his delay in the sanctuary. 22 When he did
come out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept
motioning to them and remained unable to speak.

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.

People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Through the Shadows of Advent, Part 1: The Gobsmacked Priest Darren Cushman Wood
*HYMN OF DEDICATION #2091 The King of Glory Comes
Refrain: The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices.

Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.

Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him?
He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. [Refrain]

In all of Galilee, in city or village,
he goes among his people curing their illness. [Refrain]

Sing then of David’s son, our Savior and brother;
in all of Galilee was never another. [Refrain]

*THE BLESSING

POSTLUDE People, Look East arr. F. D. Ashdown
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The flowers on the altar today are given for the glory of God and in loving memory of James (Jim) Esterline,
who would have been 111 on Nov. 28, by his family.

Upcoming Events:

Today’s worship leaders:

Today, Green Team Dryer Ball Sale, 8:00am-12:00pm
Darren Cushman Wood

Today, Advent Festival: 4:30-6:30pm Senior Pastor
Jill Moffett
Pastor of Community Formation
Brandon Wallace

December 4, 11%*, 18, Nativity Open House: 10:00am —1:00pm
*December 11 at 7pm additionally

December 9, Young Adult Dinner (AMP 16t & Tech): 6:00 pm Minister of Christian Education
Eric Russell
December 12, Jubilee Christmas Sorting: 9:00-10:30 am James Horton
Audio Visual
December 13, Delivery of Gifts: 9:00-10:30 am Mark Gilgallon

Director of Music
Heather Hinton
Organist

December 14, Youth Progressive Dinner, 5:00pm-8:00pm




