
 
November 23, 2025 – Livestream 

Christ the King Sunday 
GATHERING 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                          
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
PRELUDE                                                                                                      Autumn               A. Vivaldi arr. D. Prudon
                                   from Four Seasons                    North’s Winds; John Hague director 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Lift up your hearts, raise your voices, and rejoice! 
People: Jesus our Lord rules with mercy and justice! 
Leader: Lift up your hearts, raise your voices, and rejoice! 
People: Jesus our Savior reigns with truth and love! 

 
*OPENING HYMN #715                                           Rejoice, the Lord Is King 

Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore; 
mortals, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice. 
 

Jesus the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love; 
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice. 
 

His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o'er earth and heaven; 
the keys of earth and hell are to our Jesus given. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice. 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! Jesus the Judge shall come, 
and take his servants up to their eternal home. 
We soon shall hear th'archangel's voice; the trump of God shall sound, rejoice! 

 
CAROLERS’ ANTHEMS (11)                    We Praise You for the Sun           A. Mahnke 
            Jim Caraher, piano; Denise Page Caraher, director 

We praise you for the sun, the golden shining sun,  
that gives us healing strength and joy, we praise you for the sun. 
 

We praise you for the rain, the softly falling rain, 
that gives us healing strength and joy, we praise you for the rain. 
 

We praise you for your love, our Friend and Father God, 
who gives us healing strength and joy, we praise you for your love. 
 



Deo Gratias                   arr. L. Shaw Bailey  
Deo gratias, thanks, thanks be to God. 
 

Come we that love our God, and let your thanks be known for dandelions and golden rod,  
for squirty, inky, ceph’lopods, by nature, we are awed, by nature, we are awed.  Refrain 
 

OPENING PRAYER  
Almighty and everlasting God,  
whose will it is to restore all things  
in your well-beloved Son,  
the King of kings and Lord of lords:  
Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth,  
divided and enslaved by sin,  
may be freed and brought together  
under his most gracious rule;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM                                                                       The Power of Christ                                                                    E. Butler 
                                                                                                                                                              Dan Peo, director 11:00 

Praise be to God!  Praise be to God for the power and coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ! 
For we were witnesses of his glory, for we beheld his majesty, for we have the word,  
the prophetic word made more sure, as a lamp shining in a dark place until the day dawns, 
and the morning star rises in your hearts! 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is God, and he who loves is born of God and knows God. 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, so that God sent his Son into the world 
that we might live in him.  Refrain 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE #208                              Canticle of Zechariah 
Leader:  Blessed be, the Lord God of Israel, 
     who has come to set the chosen people free.  
People:  The Lord has raised up for us  
     a mighty Savior from the house of David.  
Leader:  Through the holy prophets, God promised of old  
     to save us from our enemies,  
     from the hands of all who hate us; 
People:  to show mercy to our forebears  
     and to remember the holy covenant.  
Leader:  This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:  
People:  to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  
     free to worship without fear,  
     holy and righteous in the Lord’s sight,  
     all the days of our life.  
Leader:  And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  
     for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,  
People:  to give God’s people knowledge of salvation  
     by the forgiveness of their sins.  
 
 
 



Leader:  In the tender compassion of our God  
     the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
People:  to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into   
                the way of peace.  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
FIRST LESSON                                     Jeremiah 23:1-6 
“What sorrow awaits the leaders of my people—the shepherds of my sheep—for they have destroyed and 
scattered the very ones they were expected to care for,” says the Lord.  2 Therefore, this is what the Lord, the 
God of Israel, says to these shepherds: “Instead of caring for my flock and leading them to safety, you have 
deserted them and driven them to destruction. Now I will pour out judgment on you for the evil you have done 
to them. 3 But I will gather together the remnant of my flock from the countries where I have driven them. I will 
bring them back to their own sheepfold, and they will be fruitful and increase in number. 4 Then I will appoint 
responsible shepherds who will care for them, and they will never be afraid again. Not a single one will be lost 
or missing. I, the Lord, have spoken! 
5 “For the time is coming,” says the Lord, 
“when I will raise up a righteous descendant from King David’s line. 
He will be a King who rules with wisdom. 
    He will do what is just and right throughout the land. 
6 And this will be his name: 
    ‘The Lord Is Our Righteousness.’ 
In that day Judah will be saved, 
    and Israel will live in safety. 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
HYMN OF PRAYER #174                            His Name Is Wonderful 

His name is wonderful, his name is wonderful,  
his name is wonderful, Jesus, my Lord.  
He is the mighty King, Master of everything;  
his name is wonderful, Jesus, my Lord.  
He’s the great Shepherd, the Rock of all ages,  
almighty God is he;  
bow down before him, love and adore him,  
his name is wonderful, Jesus, my Lord.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                       
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER #895 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE #2068                            I Love You, Lord 

I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice  
to worship you, O my soul rejoice.  
Take joy, my King, in what your hear,  
may it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear.  

 
 
 
 



 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                                  Simple Gifts                               J. Bracket, Jr. arr. F.J. Halferty 
                                      North’s Winds; John Hague director 
 
 
*Doxology #94                                 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
*GOSPEL LESSON                              Luke 23:33-38 
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his 
right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at 
him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers 
also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
SERMON                            King of the Spirits                Darren Cushman Wood 
 
*HYMN OF DEDICATION #157                             Jesus Shall Reign 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does its successive journeys run; 
his kingdom spread from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

To Jesus endless prayer be made, and endless praises crown his head; 
his name like sweet perfume shall rise with every morning sacrifice. 
 

People and realms of every tongue dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
and infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on his name. 
 

Blessings abound where'er he reigns; all prisoners leap and loose their chains; 
the weary find eternal rest, and all who suffer want are blest. 
 

Let every creature rise and bring honors peculiar to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud amen! 

 
*THE BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE     O Worship the King                       arr. P. Laubengayer 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Today’s worship leaders: 
 

Darren Cushman Wood 
Senior Pastor 

Jill Moffett 
Pastor of Community Formation 

Allen McCormack 
John Hague 

James Horton 
Audio Visual  

Mark Gilgallon 
Director of Music 
Heather Hinton   

Organist 
 
  

If you would like to give to our Member-Neighbor Emergency Assistance Fund please mark the memo line 
or front of your giving envelope “Emergency Assistance”. Please make checks payable to “North UMC.”  
 
 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 
November 26, Thanksgiving Eve Service: 7:00 pm 

 
November 30, Green Team Dryer Ball Sale 8:00 am-12:00 pm 

 
November 30, Advent Festival: 4:30-6:30 pm 

 
December 4, 11*, 18, Nativity Open House:  10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

*December 11 at 7pm additionally 
 

December 9, Young Adult Dinner (AMP 16th & Tech): 6:00 pm 
 

December 14, Youth Progressive Dinner: 5:00 pm-8:00 pm 
 

 
 

 

 


