
 
November 16, 2025 – Livestream 

Hamilton Series 
 
GATHERING 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                               Darren Cushman Wood 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
PRELUDE                Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth             arr. Emily Maxson Porter 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Come and sing our Great Redeemer’s praise! 
People: Jesus Christ is our life and health and peace. 
Leader: Come and sing the glories of our God and King! 
People: Jesus Christ breaks the power of sin and sets the prisoners free. 
Leader: Come and sing the triumphs of God’s grace! 
People: Jesus Christ died and rose for me.  

 
*Opening Hymn #57                            O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                       v.1-5              

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace! 
 

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 
 

Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease; 
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life, and health, and peace. 
 

He breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the prisoner free; 
his blood can make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me. 
 

He speaks, and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive; 
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 

 
CHORISTERS’ ANTHEM (11)                           Now Join We to Praise the Creator                        M. Bedford 

                                          Eric Applegate, piano; Rosie Jordan, director 
Now join we to praise the Creator, our voices in worship and song. 
We stand to recall with thanksgiving that to Him all seasons belong. 
We thank you, O God, for your goodness, for the joy and abundance of crops: 
For food that is stored in the cupboards, for all we can buy in the shops. 
But also of need and starvation, we sing with concern and despair. 
Of skills that are used for destruction, of land that is burnt and laid bare. 



We cry for the plight of the hungry while harvests are left in the field: 
For orchards neglected and wasting, for produce from markets withheld. 
The song grows in depth and in wideness; the earth and the people are one. 
There can be no thanks without giving, no words without deeds that are done. 
Then teach us, O Lord of the harvest, to be humble in all that we claim. 
To share what we have with the nations, to care for the world in your name. 
Teach us to share, teach us to care for all of the world in your name. 

 
OPENING PRAYER  

O God of life,  
you restore all good things  
through the power of your healing Spirit.  
Mend our brokenness that we may be  
a fellowship of joy and a people of hope,  
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.  

 
ANTHEM                                                  Song of Miriam                                             Elaine Hagenberg, composer 

                                                                                               Rabbi Ruth Sohn, poet 
                                                   Members of the Indianapolis Women’s Chorus; Meagan Johnson, conductor 
I stand at the sea and turn to face the desert stretching endless and still.   
My eyes are dazzled, the sky brilliant blue.  Sunburnt sands unyielding white.   
My hands turn to dove wings.  My arms reach for the sky, I want to sing.  
To sing the song rising, ah, I stop.  Where are the words?  I stop.  Where the melody?  
In a moment of panic my eyes go blind, can I take a step without knowing a destination?  
Will I falter?  Will I fall?  Will the ground sink away from under me?  
The song still unformed, how can I sing?  To take the first step, to sing a new song,  
to close one’s eyes and dive into unknown waters.  For a moment knowing nothing risking all.  
But then to discover the waters are friendly. The ground is firm, the song rises again.  
Out of my mouth come words lifting the wind, I hear for the first time, the song in my heart. 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE #776                         Psalm 41 
Leader:  Blessed are those  who consider the poor!  
         The Lord delivers them in the day of trouble; 
People:  the Lord protects them and keeps them alive; 
        they are called blessed in the land; 
Leader:  You do not give him up to the will of his enemies. 
People: The Lord sustains them on their sickbed; 
       in their illness thou heal all their infirmities.  
Leader:  As for me, I said, “O Lord, be gracious to me; 
         heal me, for I have sinned against you!” 
People:  My enemies say of me in malice: 
       “When will he die, and his name perish?” 
Leader:  Those who come to see me utter empty words, 
        while their hearts gather mischief; 
        when they go out, they tell it abroad. 
People:  All who hate me whisper together about me; 
        they imagine the worst for me. 
Leader:   They say, “A deadly thing has fastened upon him; 
         he will not rise again from where he lies.” 
People:  Even my bosom friend in whom I trusted, 



        who ate of my bread, has lifted his heel against me. 
Leader:   But you, O Lord, be gracious to me, 
         and raise me up, that I may repay them! 
People:  By this I know that you are pleased with me, 
         in that my enemy has not triumphed over me. 
Leader:  But you have upheld me because of my integrity, 
         and set me in your presence for ever. 
People:  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
         from everlasting to everlasting! 
        Amen and Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                                                                           Paul George 
 
FIRST LESSON                                         2 Timothy 1:1-7 
1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, to promote the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus. 2 To 
Timothy, my dear child. Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3 I am grateful to God, whom I serve with a good conscience as my ancestors did. I constantly remember you in 
my prayers day and night. 4 When I remember your tears, I long to see you so that I can be filled with 
happiness. 5 I am reminded of your authentic faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice. I am sure that this faith is also inside you. 6 Because of this, I am reminding you to revive God’s gift that 
is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 God did not give us a spirit that is timid but one that is powerful, 
loving, and self-controlled. 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
HYMN OF PRAYER #2050                                Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth 

Mothering God, you gave me birth in the bright morning of this world.  
Creator, source of every breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun. 
 

Mothering Christ, you took my form, offering me your food of light,  
grain of life, and grape of love, your very body for my peace. 
 

Mothering Spirit, nurt’ring one, in arms of patience hold me close,  
so that in faith I root and grow until I flow’r, until I know.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                             Jill Moffett 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER #895 
 
MUSICAL RESPONSE #2193                     Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;  
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
 
OFFERTORY                         The Song She is Singing                            Penny Rodriguez, composer and accompanist 

                                                                                      Laura Scheele, poet 
                                                  Members of the Indianapolis Women’s Chorus and Women of the Cathedral Singers 
                                                                                                                                                        Kathleen Custer, conductor 

What song is she singing as she rocks him in the darkness?  
Humble hands, that taught a savior how to love.  
Her flowing veins cradle the grains of incarnation.  
Yet the world still stands deaf to her song.  
   

What prayer does she whisper reaching out to touch his garment?  
Trembling hands that grasp a mercy yet unseen. 
Her tattered robe bears the holes of human silence. 
Still the world still stands blind to her plea. 
 

Those who have hands ought to use them for healing.  
Those who have ears ought to use them to hear.  
Those who have eyes know her hope is unyielding.  
Those who have hearts cannot ignore her anymore. 
   

What love does she wait for as she weeps beside the doorway?  
Faithful hands hollowed as she holds this light alone. 
Her heart echoes with the stones of truthless murmurs. 
Still she’ll carry on, ‘til fear bows to love.  
   

What song is she holding like a breath before the morning? 
The lines on her hands unveil a story long untold. 
Wounded, she knows just one note can vanquish silence.   

 
*DOXOLOGY #94                                     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
*GOSPEL LESSON                                                Luke 7:11-17 
11 A little later Jesus went to a city called Nain. His disciples and a great crowd traveled with him. 12 As he 
approached the city gate, a dead man was being carried out. He was his mother’s only son, and she was a 
widow. A large crowd from the city was with her. 13 When he saw her, the Lord had compassion for her and 
said, “Don’t cry.” 14 He stepped forward and touched the stretcher on which the dead man was being carried. 
Those carrying him stood still. Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you, get up.” 15 The dead man sat up and began 
to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 
16 Awestruck, everyone praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to 
help his people.” 17 This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding region. 

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 



SERMON                                      When Love Shows Up                                    Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
 
 
 
 
*HYMN OF DEDICATION #2046                                       Womb of Life 

Womb of life, and source of being, home of every restless heart, 
in your arms the worlds awakened; you have loved us from the start. 
We, your children, gather ‘round you, at the table you prepare.  
Sharing stories, tears, and laughter, we are nurtured by your care. 
 

Word in flesh, our brother Jesus, born to bring us second birth,  
you have come to stand beside us, knowing weakness, knowing earth.  
Priest who shares our human struggles, Life of Life, and Death of Death,  
Risen Christ, come stand among us, send the spirit by your breath.  
 

Brooding Spirit, move among us; be our partner, be our friend.  
When our memory fails, remind us whose we are, what we intend.  
Labor with us, aid the birthing of the new world yet to be,  
free of servant, lord, and master, free for love and unity.  
 

Mother, Brother, Holy Partner; Father, Spirit, Only Son:  
We would praise your name forever, One-in-three, and Three-in-one. 
We would share your life, your passion, share your word of world made new,  
ever singing, ever praising, one with all, and one with you.  

 
*THE BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE           Toccata for a Joyful Day                                                    Emma Lou Diemer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone is the Bishop of the Indiana Episcopal Area of The United Methodist Church.  
She is currently the President of the Council of Bishops. Bishop Malone was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan  

and was raised in Chicago. During her ministry she pastored several churches, served as a District 
Superintendent, and provided leadership to various community organizations. She earned a Bachelor of  

Arts from North Central College in Naperville, Illinois, a Master of Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical  
Theological Seminary, and a Doctor of Ministry from United Theological Seminary.  She and her husband  

Derrick are the parents of two adult daughters. 
 

Hamilton Series 
The Rev. Richard and Anna Lee Hamilton Series on Theology and Contemporary Issues is a ministry 
outreach of North in Indianapolis. The series is in honor of Rev. Hamilton who was the senior pastor at 
North from 1973-1997 and his wife who was a voice instructor at Butler University. The goal of the series is 
to encourage dialogue and engagement at the intersection of theology and social issues and concerns. It is 
funded by the William E. Schmidt Foundation with additional support from the Blankenbaker-Noyes 
family.  This morning is the world premiere of "The Song She is Singing" which was commissioned for this 
series.  
 



 
 

                                                                                    
                    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
 
 

November 18, LGBTQ Dinner 
 

November 30, Advent Festival 4:30-6:30 pm. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s worship leaders: 
 

Darren Cushman Wood 
Senior Pastor 

Jill Moffett 
Pastor of Community Formation 

Allen McCormack 
John Hague 

James Horton 
Audio Visual  

Mark Gilgallon 
Director of Music 
Heather Hinton   

Organist 
   

Rev. Katey Zeh (she/her) is an ordained Baptist minister and the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Religious Community for Reproductive Choice (RCRC). The Center for American Progress named her one 
of their top justice-seeking faith leaders to watch for her work on reproductive freedom. Rev. Katey has 
written for many outlets including the Washington Post, Sojourners, and Religion News Services, The New 
York Times, The Atlantic, and Newsweek. Previously she co-hosted the Kindreds podcast, and she is the 
author of two books, A Complicated Choice: Making Space for Grief and Healing in the Pro-Choice 
Movement and Women Rise Up: Sacred Stories of Resistance for Today’s Revolution. 
 

 
 

 
The flowers on the altar are given for the glory of God and in loving memory of Rev. Jon B. Walters,  

former staff member of North Church for 12 years, Mary Glynn Walters who passed away in January  
of 2020, and in honor of Dr. Joseph Mamlin who shared a birthday with Jon - November 17th,  

given by the family of Jon and Mary Glynn. 
 

The flowers in the west entry are given by his family in honor of Joe Mamlin's 90th Birthday. 
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